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Spring 2022 Newsletter

Special Announcements

Congratulations Section Officers, Board of Managers
and Committee Chairs!
President - Katherine Hershey
Vice President - Mai Zakerin
Secretary - Tracy Van Auken
Treasure - Kelly Cox

Board of Managers
Bob Henderson
Lynn Davis, PhD
Leah Robinson

Christine VanLeeuwen

Local Events

LIGHTHOUSE ': ‘Raleigh

Education Program € Section

The LC - What is it? Why do | need it?

Date: Friday, April 8, 2022
Time: 12pm - 1pm EDT


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=edc0b59dfe8d027dfe432219d&id=3260c3e1ef

Webinar | Register Here

Walk and Talk -

Theatrical Systems with Theatre Consultants Collaborative
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022
Time: 4pm
*Masks required inside the building, please check the event page for updates.

Post Walk and Talk - Social
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022
Time: 5:30pm
Meet us at 10th and Terrance after the Walk and Talk

Lumen & Lunch Social
Date: Friday, June 17, 2022
Time: 12pm
Namu Durham (Garden)
5420 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd, Durham

Thank you to all our members who attended our live webinars.
As a reminder, you can rewatch any of our recorded webinars on our

We want to hear from you! Do you have an idea for a future educational or social event?

Submit your ideas to iesraleighsection@gmail.com

Membership

Welcome to our newest members!

Addison Dee | Salas O'Brien
Tracy Van Auken, E.I.T., LEED-AP | Dewberry

Thomas Beauchemin


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-lc-what-is-it-why-do-i-need-it-tickets-298858041447
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIKRJa93rt0PrcFaCvE_FcQ/featured
mailto:iesraleighsection@gmail.com

This issue's member spotlight is on Jeri Bonvillain!

Member of IES Since 2022

Company: O'Brien/Atkins Associates, PA
Title: Senior Electrical Engineering Designer

When did you first hear about the IES and what prompted you to join?
Recently relocated from Boston, my new department manager, Ervin Kulenica,
PE, encouraged me to join in order to take advantage of the professional
development programs and networking the chapter offers. Though | had | heard
about IES many years ago, it took Ervin’s enthusiasm about IES to convince
me to join. of my career was in the shipbuilding industry in the New Orleans,
La. area. | was not involved in the lighting portion at all.

At what point in your career did you come to understand lighting was the
career path for you?

The beginning of my career was in the shipbuilding industry in the New
Orleans, La. area. | was not involved in the lighting portion at all.

Once | moved to NC in 1998 and was hired by O’Brien Atkins, | quickly learned
about lighting as a major part of the Electrical Engineering building systems’
design. And came to appreciate that lighting design is one of the major
elements that makes a building unique and allows the designer to showcase
their creativity.

The invention of LED’s has contributed immensely to the creativeness of
lighting design. | am glad to say | was at the forefront of the LED trend when
O’Brien Atkins designed the Green Square projects in Raleigh, NC. Green
Square encompasses the Nature Research Center and the NC DEQ
Headquarters, both on Jones Street (Legislative District) in downtown Raleigh.
Dubbed Green Square, this complex is a premier sustainable project for the
State of North Carolina with both buildings having achieved LEED Platinum
certification. O’Brien Atkins’ Electrical Engineering department was instrumental
in convincing the State to use all LED lighting — which was a first for them.

Past/Recent Projects



Since joining O’Brien Atkins in 1998, | have been very fortunate to work on a
wide variety of corporate, municipal, institutional and sci/high-tech projects. A
few of the more significant of these are the 2.25 million sf of corporate/R&D
campus (15 buildings) for Cisco in RTP; Florida State University’s Chemistry
Sciences Laboratory Building; Wake Tech’s RTP Classroom Building 2; Duke
University’s Trinity Residence Hall; the NC National Guard HQ; Green Square:
NCDEQ HQ and the Nature Research Center and, currently, the NC Central
University New Student Center.

When not serving the advancement of the art and science of lighting, how
do you like to spend your free time?

| love to spend my time on the water. Being from Louisiana, | love everything
about being on the water. | enjoy living in North Carolina, and spending my time
at the beach, kayaking and fly fishing.

Project Feature

Project submitted by Jeri Bonvillain | O'Brien/ Atkins Associate

Client: Karlin Real Estate
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Project Description: The Parmer Treehouse was derived from the idea that a natural

setting could provide a better setting for collaboration. The treehouse is essentially a single



medium size conference room that is built/raised in the pine trees. It is surrounded by glass
on all 4 sides with a large overhang to handle any harsh sunlight that may slip between the
tree canopies. The entry wall of the treehouse is a folding glass wall. During pleasant days,
the interior can extend to the exterior where there is additional lounge seating. However,
during days where exterior conditions are not ideal, this wall can be closed with occupants

relying on the HVAC system to keep the space pleasant.

Name at least one unique challenge associated with

this project? This project presented many unique challenges. First, siting a building
among trees is a very difficult construction logistics issue. This challenge took many
meetings and hours of collaboration to figure out how to fit the building without damaging
the trees that we were trying to nest the building within. Another challenge included trying
to keep the walls of the treehouse as transparent as possible. We only have one opaque
wall that had to conceal the HVAC system, the electrical and data conduits, the
audio/visual systems, and the control panels for the building systems. On top of this, this
was all in a wall that was clad with wood panels that is the focus of the room. One other
challenge included figuring out how to raise the treehouse within the branches while
making it accessible. The design includes a 45 degree ramp as well as a staircase that
achieves this. These elements had to be designed to be navigable between the trees. We

also had to keep these pathways lit with railing lighting to keep them safe at night.

What factors contributed to the success of this project? A project like this doesn’t
succeed without a rigorous collaboration between owner, client and contractor. For all three
of us, we were experimenting with design and construction tactics that were atypical and
needed a lot of pre-construction, strategic planning. This partnership led to the success of
this project. Karlin Real Estate ended up selling this property to Alexandria Real Estate
Equities. This amenity was a major selling point for the whole campus. All the companies
that currently lease space in this campus will note that this is the feature that they most
enjoy in the development.

Photo credit: Copyright Sterling E. Stevens Design Photo






Design Team:
Architect: O'Brien Atkins Associates, PA

Engineers: O'Brien Atkins Associates, PA

We want to hear from you!
Do you have a cool project you would like featured in our next newsletter?

Submit your projects to iesraleighsection@gmail.com or visit https://raleigh.ies.org/

Additional Announcements

Electrical Senior Project Engineer | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel Hill, NC | AEI
Careers

Electrical Project Engineer | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel Hill, NC | AEl Careers
Electrical Electrical Engineer Il | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel Hill, NC | AEI Careers
Electrical Senior Project Engineer - Power Systems | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel
Hill, NC | AEI Careers

Electrical Senior Project Engineer - Power Systems | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel
Hill, NC | AEI Careers

Electrical Engineer Il | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel Hill, NC | AEI Careers

BIM Specialist Il | Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel Hill, NC | AEI Careers

Technology Services Engineer| Affiliated Engineers, Inc. (AEI) | Chapel Hill, NC | AEI Careers

Electrical Designer | Apogee Consulting Group | Cary, NC | Apogee Consulting_ Group
Electrical Designer Senior/RCDD | Apogee Consulting Group | Cary, NC | Apogee Consulting
Group

Electrical Intern | Apogee Consulting Group | Cary, NC | Apogee Consulting Group

Cost Estimator | Apogee Consulting Group | Cary, NC | Apogee Consulting_Group

Assistant Architecture/Engineering Project Manager | Apogee Consulting Group | Cary, NC
| Apogee Consulting Group

Process Development Engineer | Cree LED, an affiliate of SGH (SMART Global Holdings) |

Durham, NC | Cree Careers

Outside Sales Representative - Electrical | Graybar | Wilmington, NC | Graybar Careers

Strategic Account Manager - Healthcare | Graybar | Greensboro, NC | Graybar Careers

Outside Sales Representative | Graybar | Charlotte, NC | Graybar Careers

Quotations Specialist | Graybar | Charlotte, NC | Graybar Careers

Distributor Sales Representative | Litesource | Greenville/Wilmington, NC | Litesource Careers



mailto:iesraleighsection@gmail.com
https://raleigh.ies.org/
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3605/electrical-senior-project-engineer/job?mobile=false&width=888&height=500&bga=true&needsRedirect=false&jan1offset=-300&jun1offset=-240
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3605/electrical-senior-project-engineer/job?mobile=false&width=888&height=500&bga=true&needsRedirect=false&jan1offset=-300&jun1offset=-240
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3604/electrical-project-engineer/job
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3603/electrical-engineer-ii/job
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3524/electrical-senior-project-engineer---power-systems/job
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3524/electrical-senior-project-engineer---power-systems/job
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3305/electrical-engineer-ii/job
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3310/bim-specialist-ii/job
https://careers-aeieng.icims.com/jobs/3606/technology-services-engineer/job
https://j.brt.mv/PortalViewRequirement.do?reqGK=27655483
https://j.brt.mv/PortalViewRequirement.do?reqGK=27650123
https://j.brt.mv/PortalViewRequirement.do?reqGK=27650123
https://j.brt.mv/PortalViewRequirement.do?reqGK=27653971
https://j.brt.mv/PortalViewRequirement.do?reqGK=27650347
https://j.brt.mv/PortalViewRequirement.do?reqGK=27656823
https://careers-creeled.icims.com/jobs/1677/process-development-engineer/job
https://graybar.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/Careers/job/Wilmington-NC/Outside-Sales-Representative---Electrical_R220536-1
https://graybar.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/Careers/job/Remote/Strategic-Account-Manager---Healthcare_R220692-2
https://graybar.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/Careers/job/Charlotte-NC/Outside-Sales-Representative_R220924-2
https://graybar.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/Careers/job/Charlotte-NC/Quotations-Specialist_R220181-1
https://www.litesourcenc.com/our-people/careers/

Senior Electrical Engineer (PE) | O'Brien/Atkins Associate | Durham, NC | Dana Dorroh
(dana@onesource-nc.com)

Project Manager | | Wesco | Raleigh, NC | Wesco Careers

Senior Representative - Outside Sales | Wesco | Raleigh, NC | Wesco Carrers

Representative - Inside Sales | Wesco | Charlotte, NC | Wesco Careers

Does your company have an open position in North Carolina, South Carolina or Virginia?

Email us at iesraleighsection@gmail.com. Include position / title, company name, and a company

contact or link to the company job listing.

Sponsorship

Ve Raleigh

W Section

Your logo / advertisement could be here!

Interested in sponsorship opportunities for future e-Newsletters?

Email us at iesraleighsection@gmail.com.

Are you good at crafting messaging and creating marketing content? Joining our marketing
committee today!

Email Christine at c.vanleeuwen.lc@gmail.com
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